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AGRICULTURE MANAGEMENT BILL 

377. Hon GIZ WATSON to the Minister for Agriculture and Forestry: 
(1) When will the agriculture management bill be introduced into the Parliament? 
(2) Will the bill deal with the regulation, monitoring and use of chemicals? 
(3) Will the bill provide for formal cooperation between government agencies, including Agriculture WA, 

and the Departments of Health, Environment, Education and Training, and Local Government, to 
ensure that all aspects of pesticide regulation, monitoring and use are controlled? 

(4) Will one department have overall responsibility to ensure all aspects of pesticide regulation, monitoring 
and use are controlled? 

(5) Will the bill include a code of practice with regard to the use of agricultural and veterinary chemicals 
and for the disposal of pesticide residues from pesticide spray applications? 

(6) Will the bill include penalties for adverse impact from spray drift, including -  
(a) on human health; 
(b) commercial losses; and 
(c) environmental damage? 

Hon KIM CHANCE replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 
I note that other members are seeking the call.  The answer is quite long, so I seek leave to have the answer 
incorporated in Hansard.   

The following material was incorporated -  
 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

1. It is anticipated that the Bill would be ready for introduction into Parliament in September 2005. 

2. The proposed Act and regulations made under it will control the use of agriculture and veterinary chemicals, by replacing the 
Agriculture Produce (Chemical Residues) Act 1983, the Aerial Spraying Control Act 1966 and the Veterinary Chemical 
Control and Animal Feeding Stuffs Act 1976.  It is intended that the licensing and registration system for aerial spraying 
operators established under the Aerial Spraying Control Act 1966, will be replaced by a licensing under the Health 
(Pesticides) Regulations 1956.  All other pest control operators are currently licensed under these regulations. 

3. Formal cooperation between government agencies already occurs via the Pesticide Advisory Committee, a statutory committee 
established under the Health Act 1911.  The Department of Health has just commenced a review of pesticide legislation, 
policy and administration in Western Australia which will examine the future role of government agencies and reassess 
legislative controls for pesticide. 

4. Subject to the outcome of the Pesticide Review mentioned under point 3, four government agencies would continue to be 
involved in pesticide use regulation.  The Department of Agriculture for monitoring the use of agriculture and veterinary 
chemicals and managing any impacts on agricultural land or produce, the Department of Health for monitoring impacts on 
human health, the Department of Environment for monitoring impacts on the environment and Worksafe for monitoring the 
occupational use of pesticides in the workplace. 

5. Yes, Codes of Practice for the use of chemicals and management of chemicals residues would be able to be issued or approved 
under the proposed Act. 

6. The proposed Act would only establish penalties for commercial losses arising from spray drift. 
 
 


